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to reduce the risks and harms 

related to recreational drug use 
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Misinformation as a risk 4 

Forbidden to 

inform in an 

objective and 

useful way to 

drug users 



Lack of credibility of the “official discourse” about drugs 
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Mercado ilegal que genera daños 
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Difícil implicación del sector ocio en la RD 
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1. To inform about the composition of their drugs 

and harm reduction practices. 

2. To monitor illegal markets, detecting new trends 

(drugs, adulterants, practices) and making this 

information available to all stakeholders involved.  
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http://newip.safernightlife.org/pdfs/digital_library/ 

 Drug Checking: Consultation and 

counselling guidelines. 

 Drug Checking Service: Good 

Practice Standards. 

 Guidelines for Drug Checking 

Methodology. 

 Reports. 

Giné, C. V., Vilamala, M. V., Measham, F., Brunt, T. M., Bücheli, A., Paulos, C., ... 

& Jones, G. (2017). The utility of drug checking services as monitoring tools and 

more: A response to Pirona et al. International Journal of Drug Policy, 45, 46-47. 

http://newip.safernightlife.org/pdfs/digital_library/
http://www.ijdp.org/article/S0955-3959(17)30122-6/abstract
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Brunt, T. M., Nagy, C., Bücheli, A., Martins, D., Ugarte, M., Beduwe, C., & Ventura 

Vilamala, M. (2016). Drug testing in Europe: monitoring results of the Trans 

European Drug Information (TEDI) project. Drug Testing and Analysis, 9, 2, 188-198. 

http://doi.org/10.1002/dta.1954 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/dta.1954/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/dta.1954/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/dta.1954/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/dta.1954/abstract
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1. They can establish contact with hard-to-reach 

populations (Hungerbuehler et al., 2011) 

2. They identify discrepancies between what drug users 

think they are using and what they actually consume 

(Barratt & Ezard, 2015). 

3. They can monitor drug markets and can be useful in 

the monitoring and reporting of NPS (Vidal et al., 

2017). 

4. They deliver health warnings and advice in a rapid 

way, sometimes faster and better than those coming 

from Health Authorities. 

5. Their presence can act as a form of quality control 

regulation (Brunt, 2017). 

 



1. Scientific assessment of effectiveness. 

2. Need of funding 
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Evolution NPS Energy Control’s Drug Checking service (2006-2016) 
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https://tripsit.me/ 



Why work with Cryptomarkets? 

  A tool for advice 

and harm 

reduction 

 A public health 

perspective 

 An opportunity for 

research 



Dr. X 



Dr. X 

Caudevilla, F. (2016). The emergence of deep web marketplaces: a health 

perspective. In The internet and drug markets (EMCDDA Insights 21). Publications 

Office of the European Union, Luxembourg. 



International Drug Checking Service 

https://energycontrol-international.org/ 



International Drug Checking Service 

Between March 2014 

to May 2017 we 

analyzed 2,627 

samples, purchased 

from more than 50 

countires 



 In general, our results confirm that the 

supply of NPS in these markets is still 

low. 

 However, DWM seem to be the place 

where NPS can be sold in countries 

where they are banned. 



Analyzed substances by type of market 

 



Caudevilla, F., Ventura, M., Fornís, I., Barratt, M. J., Vidal, C., Quintana, P., ... & 

Calzada, N. (2016). Results of an international drug testing service for 

cryptomarket users. International Journal of Drug Policy, 35, 38-41. 



Different levels of collaboration 
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2011: PMMA 2015: MDMB-CHMICA 

https://energycontrol.org/analisis-de-sustancias/resultados/alertas/449-alerta-pmma-qdoves-redq.html 

https://energycontrol.org/analisis-de-sustancias/resultados/alertas/569-alerta-importante-detectado-en-

espana-el-cannabinoide-sintetico-mdmb-chmica-responsable-de-varias-intoxicaciones-y-fallecimientos-en-

europa.html 



Challenges 

1. Dynamism of the NPS market 

2. The unintentional NPS use 

3. Sensationalism and 

stigmatization 



Vidal, C.; Fornís, I., & Ventura, M. (2014). New psychoactive substances as adulterants of controlled drugs. A worrying 

phenomenon? Drug Testing and Analysis, 6, 7-8, 819-824. 
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2. EC Drug Checking Service Reports(2013-2016) 



Challenges 

1. How to respond to a very 

dynamic market 

2. How to prevent unintentional 

use 

3. How to avoid sensationalism 

and stigmatization 
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Big challenge: new scenarios for harm reduction 

 Lack of information about risks. 

 Speed with which the phenomenon 

progresses. 

 Difficulty in identification of substances. 

 Disinformation from the media. 

 Internet and the new deep web marketplaces. 

 Cuts in public funding of harm reduction 

projects 



www.energycontrol.org 

info@energycontrol.org 

Thanks for your attention 

@EC_es / @claudiovidalg 
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